Mrs. Hepsa Ely Silliman Memorial Lectureship

Less than one hundred years ago, astronomers did not know about galaxies or that the Milky Way is a galaxy in a vast, frothy sea
of galaxies.Today, astronomers have made remarkable progress in understanding how galaxies form in our expanding Universe
and the crucial role that they play in how the elements we are made of were built, and even how our planets and our Solar System
came to be. This lecture will distill a century of dramatic cosmic discoveries to present a comprehensive yet digestible account of why
we are here and where we are going...cosmically speaking.
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