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SPS & ΣΠΣ – Linked, but Distinct 

The Society of Physics Students (SPS) is open to all who have an interest in 
physics and astronomy. SPS Chapters are chartered at two-year and four-year 
colleges and universities. With over 800 chapters, SPS is the professional society of 
undergrad students and their mentors.

Sigma Pi Sigma (ΣΠΣ) is the physics and astronomy honor society and is linked to 
SPS through our shared constitution. ΣΠΣ chapters are restricted to colleges and 
universities that offer a strong physics or astronomy program. With over 100,000 
lifelong members, ΣΠΣ fosters opportunities to connect and contribute to each 
other and the broader physics and astronomy communities.

Together they form an organization devoted inclusion and excellence.



Sigma Pi Sigma (ΣΠΣ) exists to:

• Honor scholarship 
• Encourage interest in

physics and astronomy
• Promote service
• Provide fellowship

The Mission



A brief History of ΣΠΣ 

ΣΠΣ was established at Davidson 
College, NC on December 11, 1921

“I became acquainted with some students at 
Davidson College, NC… a very high-class liberal 
arts college… [They] came up with ΣΠΣ… I said, 
‘Oh… that’s what we ought to have here at Penn 
State.”

Marsh  White, ‘founder’ of Sigma Pi Sigma

The first signatures in the first red book



Marsh White at the Wheaton College 
ΣΠΣ Installation Ceremony (1931)

The beginning…



Supporting Physics and Astronomy

“From such a modest beginning, … ΣΠΣ has grown. …The most serious subject for consideration at 
the first business meeting after organization was a discussion by Price, Brice and Dew [founding 
members] as to how much voltage could be applied to “Wooly” Grey, [member of the first induction 
class] without doing him any permanent injury. A moderate voltage was decided upon, and applied at 
a later date.” – Radiations, December 1931

The next entry states that a several moderate voltage 
were applied and that Wolly was mostly unharmed.

Since its inception, ΣΠΣ & SPS have 
supported department goals and been 

reflections of our community.

First Covers of the Radiations Publication



Marsh W. White

“…You’re supposed to remember them [secret handshakes and such], but I’ve forgotten. When 
I’d go to install a chapter I’d teach it all to them. You used to shake hands and … say certain 
names or phrases.” – Oral Interview with M. White

Students from chapters would gather every few years to 
form ‘congresses’ that would guide how the organization 
supported students and members. Congresses helped to 
promote the new organization.
1st Congress 1928: Davidson College, NC 
4th Congress 1939: Ohio State University, OH
7th Congress 1962: University of Kansas, KS
11th Congress 2000: College Park, MD
13th 2008: Fermilab, IL
16th 2022: Washington, DC



An organization evolving

In the 1950’s, AIP (American Institute of Physics) and 
SPS began hatching a plan to support students and 
education issues. On April 22, 1968, Articles of 
Agreement between the AIP Student Sections and ΣΠΣ 
were signed, creating a joined Society of Physics 
Students (SPS) and ΣΠΣ. Both societies remain 
supported by AIP to this day.
The organization continues to evolve - in 2021, SPS and 
ΣΠΣ changed its constitution to explicitly define that both 
societies must support both physics and astronomy 
students.



SPS & ΣΠΣ today

Our societies continue to grow:
• + 840 SPS chapters
• + 580 ΣΠΣ chapters
• + 100,000 lifetime ΣΠΣ members
• +100 Honorary ΣΠΣ Members
• +40 international chapters
• New ΣΠΣ Service Awards
• New ΣΠΣ Leadership Scholarship
• Yearly Regional Events
• Physics and Astronomy Congresses



Yale Students Winning Awards



ΣΠΣ Physics and Astronomy 
Congresses

ΣΠΣ and its members are the official hosts of the Physics 
and Astronomy Congresses. This meeting aims to provide 
students:
• National voice around issues facing their departments

• Strong connection to the national organization of SPS & ΣΠΣ

• Networking and Community Building initiatives

• Career and graduate school guidance

Recent themes:
2025 – Σupporting Πhase Σhifts
2022 – 100 years of Momentum
2019 – Making Waves &   
Breaking Boundaries
2016 – Unifying Fields:         
Science Driving Innovation

Click on the picture for a video about the 2025 Congress

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b4qUgGF9O4U


Yale at PhysCon in 2022



2025 Physics and Astronomy Congress -
Σupporting Πhase Σhifts

Honorary Chair:

Dame Jocelyn Bell Burnell

October 30 – November 1, 2025
Downtown Denver, Colorado, USA
• Two poster sessions
• ΣΠΣ member day and reception
• UC Denver sponsored High Energy Hot 

Chocolate and Game Night
• SPS Chapter/Club Showcase
• 21 workshops
• Tours of regional laboratories
• Visits to local PhD Programs
• Lunch with Scientists

Confirmed Plenaries:

• Eric Cornell, NIST/JILA

• Renee Horton (Workshop)

• Sarah Hurst

• Julieann Pollard-Larkin, MD 
Anderson Cancer Center

• Donnell Walton, Corning Inc.



Sigma Pi Sigma members serve the physics community in 
many ways, for example:
• Supporting local and national SPS programs
• Representing physics to the public
• Providing alumni networks
• Working for sound national science policies
• Offering science outreach opportunities

Lifelong Service Opportunities



The Seal

The Key
Voltmeter with lamp & dynamo

The Motto

The Insignia

Symbolism



Remember, as you pen your name,
• ΣΠΣ was founded by students and faculty.
• You are joining a distinguished group, connected by 

common ties of physics and astronomy.
• You are to uphold honor, encouragement, and lifetime 

service and fellowship.
• Signing begins a lifelong connection to the society and your 

chapter.

Induction: Signing of the Book



Our Yale Inductees!



New Inductees will repeat this in unison:
I, Your Name, agree to uphold the pillars of ΣΠΣ: 
• Encourage those seeking knowledge and competence in physics and astronomy;
• Develop and maintain an attitude of service;
• Support colleagues, promote fellowship, and honor excellence in physics and 

astronomy;
• And, encourage scholarship in physics and astronomy, at all levels.

Induction into ΣΠΣ



Continue your commitment as physicists and astronomers to honorable 
scholarship, irrespective of your ultimate career trajectory. Traditional 
scientists and ‘hidden physicists and astronomers’ alike are critical to 
the future of society. 

Charge to New Members

Read more about Hidden Physicists or add your story at Sigma Pi Sigma

http://www.sigmapisigma.org/sigmapisigma/radiations/hidden-physicists
https://www.sigmapisigma.org/sigmapisigma/radiations/hidden-physicist-submission-form


ΣΠΣ encourages lifetime service
• Attend future department induction ceremonies
• Connect to current students:
Alumni Engagement Program
• Support high school students:  Adopt-a-Physicist
• Connect to ΣΠΣ members through LinkedIn
• Attend the 2025 ΣΠΣ Physics and Astronomy 
Congress
• Give talks to other chapters
• Write for Radiations
• Host student visits 

ΣΠΣ: Experiences, Opportunities, and Connections

http://www.spsnational.org/programs/alumni-engagement
https://www.adoptaphysicist.org/
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=142619
https://www.sigmapisigma.org/sigmapisigma/radiations


Yale Induction (via zoom) 2020 & 2021



Congratulations!

Many thanks to the
family, friends, & professors, 
teachers, and mentors who helped 
our students arrive here.

SPS & ΣΠΣ Leadership:
Kiril Streletzky, SPS President 2021-2025
Blane Baker, ΣΠΣ President 2022-2024
Earl Blodgett, Interim SPS & ΣΠΣ Director
Muge Karagoz, Assistant Director of ΣΠΣ
Kayla Stephens, Assistant Director of SPS

Want to connect?
Sacha Purnell, Member Services

sigmapisigma@aip.org
301-209-3007 

www.sigmapisigma.org

mailto:sigmapisigma@aip.org
http://www.sigmapisigma.org/
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