
Welcome to the 

Physics and Applied Physics Open House



Yale Physics and Applied Physics Open House

Thursday, March 4th

2:00-3:00pm    Student Groups and Yale Resources
3:30-5:00pm    Research Groups (Subfields I)

10:00-11:30am    Research Groups (Subfields II)  

Friday, March 5th 

check website for 
specific research areas

1:00-1:50pm     Graduate Program Overview

 4:00-5:00pm       Q&A with grad students only

8:00pm       Grad student social rooms



How to learn more about Yale Physics?

Chat box in this Zoom: Leave questions in chat box.

Recordings and slides: Will be posted on website after Open House 

Individual zoom/skype/phone meetings with faculty: Please contact them directly 

Graduate student social rooms: Talk to our current students 

Student voices videos: https://physics.yale.edu/academics/graduate-studies/prospective/media

Web site: https://physics.yale.edu

https://physics.yale.edu/academics/graduate-studies/prospective/media
https://physics.yale.edu


Yale Physics Graduate Program

https://physics.yale.edu

https://physics.yale.edu


Dr. Rona Ramos
Graduate Program Coordinator
Lecturer

Prof. Bonnie Fleming
Director of Graduate Studies

Prof. Karsten Heeger
Chair, Department of Physics
Director Wright Laboratory

Yale Physics Graduate Program Team

Stacey Watts
Graduate Registrar



Research Areas

broad research portfolio in 
experiment and theory

https://physics.yale.edu/research

new science initiatives 
on campus
 
- quantum science
- data science 
- instrumentation 

https://physics.yale.edu/research


Yale Physics in Research Centers & Institutes

Yale Quantum 
Institute

Systems Biology Institute

ESI Energy Science Institute 

YCAA Yale Center for Astronomy 
and Astrophysics



https://wlab.yale.edu

State-of-the Art Facilities

https://wlab.yale.edu


Yale Physics Graduate Program

faculty (primary) 
faculty (secondary)
grad students (physics only) 

  34
  24
126

People

Diverse interests/

interdisciplinary opportunities

applied physics
astronomy/astrophysics
biological physics/systems biology
materials science

https://physics.yale.edu/people/alumni

Median time to graduation      6.2 yrs

Recent Alumni

https://physics.yale.edu/people/alumni


Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

https://physics.yale.edu/statement-principles https://physics.yale.edu/diversity-equity-and-inclusion

Statement of Principles

https://physics.yale.edu/statement-principles
https://physics.yale.edu/diversity-equity-and-inclusion


Academic Life and Campus Resources

Physics Colloquia and Seminars 

teaching fellows
teaching certificatesGraduate Student Leadership

outreach
advocacy

Student organizations

Graduate Student Advisory Committee (GSAC)

Graduate Student Assembly (GSA)

Town halls

Regular meetings with department leadership



Yale Campus Resources

https://gsas.yale.edu/ https://gsas.yale.edu/diversity

https://gsas.yale.edu/
https://gsas.yale.edu/diversity


Student Groups
Climate and Diversity Committee

Women in Physics (+Allies)

Yale Physics Professional 
Development Organization

Graduate Student Assembly

Department Social/Happy Hour

Physics LGBTQ+ 



Outreach Opportunities

https://physics.yale.edu/outreach-events

https://physics.yale.edu/outreach-events


Graduate Program
• Coursework

– Must take 6 core courses plus one elective and a Special Investigation (research) 
course.  Can pass out of core courses and take electives in their place.  

• Teaching
– Typically, ~ 10hrs/week of teaching for first 2 years. (Learn to teach, deepen your 

knowledge of Physics!)

• Qualifying Events
– Four 4-question tests, taken by all students at the beginning of their second year 

just before fall semester.  Serves as a learning milestone.  For core courses not yet 
taken, serves as a “pre-test” learning milestone.

– Research presentation in conjunction with Special Investigations (research) course

https://physics.yale.edu/academics/graduate-studies

https://physics.yale.edu/academics/graduate-studies


Graduate Program
• Research

– Typically start in first year, full-time in summers and when courses are complete

– By mutual arrangement, you can start summer before you start graduate school 
(early start - contact Stacey for applications)

– Research courses:  Phys 515 seminar introduction to departmental research and 
research practices, Phys 990 “Special Investigations” with a research group

– Positions in research groups through research and discussions with faculty, 
combination of your interests and fit/space with the group

• Flexibility in program
– Many ways to personalize your course of study and research

– Admission to Yale does not bind you to a specific program

– Many Physics students work with faculty in other departments

https://physics.yale.edu/academics/graduate-studies

https://physics.yale.edu/academics/graduate-studies


2020-2021 Honors and Awards

Charles Lomba
Dr. Julia A. Thompson Award 

Iris Ponce
Professor Horace D. Taft Award 

Ananya Rai
Nathan Hale Associates Award 

Sophia Hollick awarded the G. 
Howard Carragan Award from RPI

Daniel Seara selected as a "Rising 
Star in Soft and Biological Matter" at 
the University of Chicago

Joseph Shomar won a 2020 Ford 
Foundation Predoctoral Fellowship



Recent Graduate Student Alumni

https://physics.yale.edu/people/alumni

Supraja Balasubramanian
Postdoctoral Associate
Fermi National laboratory

William Sweeney
Data Scientist
VideaHealth

Christian Weber
Research Associate Physics
Brookhaven National Lab

Shany Danieli
NASA Hubble and Carnegie-Princeton 
Postdoctoral Fellow
Institute for Advanced Study

Estella Barbosa de Souza
Consultant
Boston Consulting Group

Mengzhen Zhang
Postdoctoral Associate
University of Chicago

https://physics.yale.edu/people/alumni


Come and join us!  

http://physics.yale.edu



